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Should 
Everyone 
Get a 
Trophy?

Professional football player 
James Harrison thinks only winners
deserve trophies. The linebacker 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers wasn't 
happy when his two sons recently 
came home with trophies for simply 9
being on a team. Harrison returned
the awards. ,

"I'm not sorry for believing that 
everything in life should be earned," 
Harrison wrote on Instagram.

Many people agree with 
Harrison. They say giving kids 
participation trophies doesn't 
prepare them for adulthood, when 
people don'twin awardsjustfor 
showing up. Others point out that 
when everyone gets a trophy, the 
awards aren't as special.

"The kids I've met definitely 
understand that a participation 
trophy doesn't mean very much," 
says author Hilary Levey Friedman. 
She writes books about kids and 
competitive sports.

However, others think trophies 
shouldn't be awarded only for 
winning. They say participation 
trophies reward kids for teamwork 
and good sportsmanship. They 
argue that building those types of 
skills is more important than 
becoming a superstar.

Here's what two of our 
readers think.
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Yes!
Kids should be rewarded 
for trying their best.

W inning isn't everything. 
Participation trophies help 
teach kids that working hard is 
more im portant than scoring 
the most points.

Also, kids who don't get 
trophies m ight th ink they're  
bad at the sport and get 
discouraged. Getting a trophy  
can boost their confidence and 
make them  decide to stick with  
a sport, even if they're not the  
best player.

Plus, sports should be fun. If 
getting a participation trophy  
makes a kid happy, 
what's the harm?

No!

Olivia Thompson, 
South Carolina

Participation trophies 
send the wrong message.

Every kid likes taking home 
a trophy, but to me, it doesn't 
feel right if you don't earn it.
The best part of getting an 
award is knowing that you 
accomplished something.
W hen every kid gets a trophy, 
it takes away from the real 
achievements of others.

If participation were the most 
im portant th ing , then no one 
would push themselves to get 
better. Com petition m otivates  
kids to do their best. Not getting  
the trophy this tim e will make 

them  want to try  
harder next tim e.

Luke Dunn, 
New York
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