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DEBATE: Should Everyone Get a Trophy?
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For the first time, most
players in a youth football
league in Keiler, Texas, went
home empty-handed this season. The league no
longer gives trophies to all its players. Instead, only
the league champions are rewarded. The league's
decision became national news and sparked a
debate about who deserves to get a trophy.

League officials say that giving everyone a trophy
sends the wrong message. They point out that in
the real world, people aren't rewarded just for
participating. Plus, people who support the change
argue that it's expensive to buy so many trophies.

But many people say there's more to sports than
winning. They argue that trophies for participation
boost kids' self-esteem and encourage them to
keep playing, even if they're not superstars.

Here's what two of our readers think.

Cedric Moxey,
Nebraska

Fveryone should get
a trophy for playing a
sport. It's important to
reward kids for doing
their best and being
part of a team. Plus,
getting trophies makes
kids feel good. If only
the winners got
trophies, some kids
might not see the value
in playing sports they're
not good at. Kids should
be rewarded for
meeting their own goals
and showing good
sportsmanship, not just
for winning games.

Aiesha Abdulla,
California

Not everyone who
plays a sport should get
a trophy. If kids get
trophies just for
participating, they won't
learn that sometimes
they have to do more
than just show up to
succeed in life. Also, if
everybody gets a trophy,
the kids on winning
teams may think their
trophies are less special.
Plus, schools and sports
organizations would
save a lot of money by
purchasing fewer
trophies.

STICKV SITUATION
Cole is in math class the day before a big
exam. His teacher asks if anyone has any
iast-minute questions about the
equations. None of the students raise
their hands. Cole doesn't understand
some of the material, but he is too
embarrassed to ask for help.

What should Cole do?
Send us your response! We'll pick some of our

favorite entries and publish them online. For details,

visit www.scholastic.com/snSe.
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